FADE | N
EXT- HELEN KELLER HI GH SCHOOL QUAD- DAY
We hear H P- HOP BEATS BLASTI NG

D EGO QLI VARES, an atypical Latino teen about the age of 16,
rolls his PONER WHEELCHAIR up to the crowd of students
gathered in a circle at lunch

The students from Keller H gh are nostly anglos. There are
sonme et hnic students sprinkled around the circle though. But
they are a rarity.

Diego tries to | ook through the gaps between the students. He
bends his neck left and then right, but can't see what is
goi ng on.

Hl P- HOP BEATS conti nue.

He drives to the other side of the circle of students where
it's less clogged. He finds a big enough gap. He | ooks in.

W see a student that has a RED JUMPSU T nove |i ke a robot.

Then we see anot her student wearing a BLACK JUMPSU T, on a
MATTED floor, twirling their legs like a windmll.

Then we see a blonde girl wearing a PURPLE JUMPSU T hop into
the frame. She hops around sone nore. Swi ngs her arns. She
di ves for the floor.

Wth her palns hoisting her butt, she begins to flare and
wai | her | egs around.

Di ego’'s eyes grow huge and his brows raise.
| NT. HELEN KELLER HI GH, HALLS- DAY

W HEAR a school bell. Students squeeze by Diego's wheel chair
inthe rush to get to class in tine.

A student dares to dart in front of him D ego' s wheelchair
CASTOR nips a student in his right shoe. He runs off into his
cl assroom wi t hout giving an apol ogy.

Di ego passes A POSTER on the wall. He pays no attention to
it. But then backs up and stops. He rolls up to it to get a
better | ook.

The poster reads: Dance C ub nmenbership is now open! Al



ethnicities and ages and abilities welconed. In the gym
tomorrow. See you there!

D ego backs up fromthe poster. Hi s eyes are wide and his
mouth is a slit. A student with a backpack zoons behind him
We HEAR the bell ring again.

DI EGO
(v.o0.)
| better hurry up to class. |I'mlate.

EXT. STUCCO DUPLEX, DI EGOS HOUSE- NI GHT.

A flyover shows a small Stucco dupl ex squi shed between
apartnents and ot her stucco duplexes. Dirt lots. Car shells.

I NT. Dl EGO S DI NI NG ROOM NI GHT

The dining roomis small. Cozy. Its walls are decorated with
FAM LY PHOTCS and its wood floors are enbraced by RED RUGS.

The famly dog TUCO sits licking his lips, sniffing the air
by ABUELO ROGELI O

Abuel o Rogelio is a stout Mexican about the age of 70. He's
the stern, silent type.

D ego stops his wheel chair near his Abuelo sitting on a CHAIR
by the kitchen TABLE.

Dl EGO
Hol a gr andpa.

Di ego gives his Abuelo a hug. He pets Tuco. Diego rolls
around the table and takes a spot in front of them

Di ego pl aces his el bows on the table and rubs his hands
together with anxiety. He lifts his chinin the air and
flares his nostrils |ike Tuco.

DI EGO
It snells good nom

Sonia Aivares, around 50, wal ks up next to Diego PLATE in
hand. Her HOUSEKEEPI NG uni form was stained with red enchil ada
sauce. She places the plate of steany enchiladas with YELLOW
CHEESE and a side of YELLOWRICE on the table in front of

hi m

SONI A
What have | told you m'jo?



Soni a cl eans her hands on her uniform and places them on her
hips. Al mad |ike.

DI EGO
Sorry, nom | forgot.

Di ego noves his arns away fromthe top of the table and
pl aces themon his wheelchair's arnrests.

Soni a goes and gets hers and Abuel 0's plate. She places
Abuel o's plate in front of him Steamrises fromit. She

pl aces her PLATE of FOOD in front of her favorite chair. She
t akes a seat.

SONI A

Finally.

(sighs)
Wrk was so hard today. Ay Dios Mo.
We had to clean all of the first
floors. And then the hotel manager
told us to clean the second floor. He
is crazy!

She shakes her head. Then begins to dig into her enchil adas.

SONI A
(con)
I"mtelling you. | can never get a
break. So how was your day at schoo
t oday?

D ego shrugs his shoul ders.

Dl EGO
It was okay, | guess.

Di ego conbes the rice on his plate. Sonia notices his play
with his food.

SONI A
What's wong, m'jo? Are your
enchi | adas too spicy?
Sonia stares intently at Di ego.

Dl EGO
No. They're good. Just how I Iike
them Wth extra sauce.

Soni a puts her fork down next to her plate.



SONI A
Then what's wong?

DI EGO
| saw a dance perfornmance today. At
school. It was so cool nom

Diego's face lights up.

DI EGO
(con)
| saw a poster for the Dance club at
school too. They are accepting new
menbers. | want to join them | want
to dance |i ke how Abuel o used to.

Di ego | ooks at a black and white picture on the wall of his
grandpa dressed |i ke a CHARRO.

DI EGO
(con)
But | know | can't dance.

Di ego puts his head down.

SONI A
What do you nmean you can't dance? You
can do anything you want to do.

Soni a gets up. She pulls out her SMARTPHONE and searches for
sonet hi ng.

W HEAR a CUMBI A blur out from her smartphone. She begins to
sway her hips. She wal ks up to D ego, dancing the whol e way.
She offers her hand to him

Di ego flushes red.

Dl EGO
What are you doing non? Stop it.
You' re enbarrassi ng yourself.

SONI A
Enbarrassi ng who? Cone on. Let us
dance.

Soni a noves closer to Diego's wheel chair and reaches for his
hand. She smles at him urging himto take it.

He reaches for her hand and pushes the JOYSTICK on his
wheel chair in reverse node.



Soni a grabs both of Diego's hands and intertw nes their
fingers together.

She starts noving their arnms to the beat. Diego' s shoul ders
shimy. She then raises Diego's right armand spins herself
around hi s wheel chair.

Grandpa Rogel i o observes them He bobs his head with the
beat. A small smle appears on his face.

Di ego has a huge smle on his face.

SONI A
(con)
That's it! You got it. You see? Wo
said you couldn't dance?

| NT. KELLER HI GH GYM DAY

The next day Diego rolls into the gym He sees a FOLD UP
TABLE wi th CLEAR PLASTIC CUPS with a GREEN highlighter fluid
in them A bunch of untouched CHOCOLATE CUPCAKES to the side
of the cups. Sad WH TE NAPKI NS and PAPER PLATES acconpany

t hem

The gymis dead. On the floor of the gymare three students.
The Dance O ub

Two girls sit with their |l egs extended in front of them The
only dude is on his belly.

They see Di ego com ng and whi speri ng anongst each ot her.

Dl EGO
H. Is this where the dance cl ub
nmeeting is?

Beverly Hill, a confident blonde girl the age of 16, stands
up and goes up to Diego. She's cheery and wears a purple
j unpsui t.

BEVERLY
Yeah. This is the place. Are you
| ooki ng for sonmeone?

Dl EGO
No. No one in particular. | want to
see if | can join the dance club

Di ego raises his right hand above his shoul der and sticks out
his thunb behind himtowards the hall.



DI EGO
(con)
| sawthe flier in the hall.

The remai ni ng dance club nenbers exchange incredul ous gl ances
w th each other.

Beverly sticks out her hand to D ego.

BEVERLY
H. |'"mBeverly. Nice to neet you.

She turns around and waves over the rest of the dance cl ub.
They are slow to get up. Apprehensive. They eye Di ego up and
down.

BEVERLY
(con)
It's always exciting around here when
we get new cl ub nenbers!

| NT. KELLER HI GH LI BRARY- DAY

The next day the dance club neets in the Libary. They are
seated by a LARCE TABLE that is hidden behind endl ess shel ves
and shel ves of OLD Bl G BROAN BOOKS

St udents pass by folders in the nooks of their forearns.
Di ego parks at the end of the table.

BEVERLY
So does anybody have any ideas for our
next performance? The one at halftine
of the football gane?

D ego pauses for a nonent. His eyes grow | arge. He swal | ows
his spit.

He i magi nes the packed stands at the football gane. People
point at him Sone |augh at him Kids junp up and down on the
stands. He sees his exit to his left periscope.

He shakes it off.

Beverly | ooks around the table at the club nenbers. They're
qui et .

Tail or, an angl o student of about the age of 16, stares at
Di ego.



He wears a black junpsuit.

TAI LOR
How are we going to do anything with
hi m ar ound?

Tail or crosses his arns. Scrunches his eyebrows.

STELA
Yea. What are we going to be able to
do now?

Stela is an African American girl around the age of 15. She
has | ong dreaded | ocks of hair and wears a red junpsuit.

D ego | ooks down at his wheel chair.

BEVERLY
We' || figure something out. Sonething
that we can all do.

Tailor and Stela | ook at each other and twi st their |ips.
Then | ook at Di ego.

TAI LOR & STELA
(toget her)
| don't know

DI EGO
It's ok. You don't have to worry about
it. 1"l just go.

D ego backs up and starts for the el evators.

Beverly | ooks at Taylor and Stela |like she wants to beat them
up.

BEVERLY
You guys!

Beverly gets up and runs to Di ego.
Beverly catches up to Diego waiting for the el evator.
BEVERLY
(con)

Hey, hol d up.

D ego turns around to face Beverly.



Dl EGO

It's ok. | don't know what | was
t hi nki ng. Joi ning the dance cl ub.

was dunb.

BEVERLY

It

They don't have any experience with
soneone in a wheelchair. You have to
give themtine. It's newto themlike
it is to you. They'll conme around.

A DING is heard and the el evat or door opens.

DI EGO
May be.

BEVERLY
| have an uncle that's in a

wheel chair. He cane back |like that
fromthe war. He's the best basket bal
pl ayer | know. Conme on. Let's go back

to the table.

Beverly places her hand on his shoul der.

smle and nods his head up and down.

Dl EGO
Ckay.

Beverly and Di ego go back to the table.

TAYLOR

Di ego gives a half-

Hey Diego, we didn't nmean anything bad

by what we said

STELA
Yeah.

DI EGO

It's ok. You have to get used to ne
bei ng around. Like |I have to get used

to being around you guys.
D ego and Beverly exchange sm | es.

BEVERLY

Where was | ? Does anybody have any

i deas?

DI EGO
| have sonmething in mnd. But

don't



know how you guys will feel about it.

BEVERLY
Let's hear it.

EXT. KELLER H GH FOOTBALL FI ELD- NI GHT

The stands are packed with students and parents. Children run
around unatt ended.

Sone cheer others take a bite of their HOITDOG Parents wave
at their kids in shoulder pads on the field. There's a | ong
line at the concession stand.

Di ego stares at the scoreboard. It's the two-m nute warning.
The Dance club is under the stands getting prepped.

Beverly goes up to a wide-eyed Diego. He's staring at the
field.

The crowd bounces up and down in the stands. POPCORN and
CH PS rain down on himfromup above.

BEVERLY
Are you okay?

Di ego turns his wheel chair around to | ook at her.

DI EGO
| " m nervous.

BEVERLY
It's ok to be nervous. W were all
nervous the first tinme we danced in
front of a crowd. You'll be fine.

The ref's whistle is HEAR. The football players retire to
their |l ocker roonms. The crowd settles down. Except for the
concession stand. The line is |onger.

The lights of the stadiumdim
The crowd goes QUIET. Just a crying baby or two is heard.

ANNOUNCER
(0s)
And now | adi es and gentl enen, please
direct your attention to md-field.
Kel l er Hi gh proudly presents the dance
club! A round of applause for them



10.

We hear the speakers CRACKLE On foll owed by |ight APPLAUSE.
We hear an old Ranchero Song fromthe 50's.

A spotlight CLICKS on. It shines on the right side of the 50-
yard line. About yard 45.

In the spotlight, there's a standing horse. Not a real horse.
But Stela is in a costunme. She's running in place. Doing the
runni ng man.

Anot her spotlight is turned on. This one is to the |eft of
t he 50. Again, around the 45-yard |ine.

It's a bucking bull. More specifically, Taylor is on al
fours bucking Iike a bull. Then he goes into spinning sweeps.

Then anot her spotlight shines just under mdfield. It's
Beverly.

She wears a FUZZY YELLOW GOAT QUTFI T. She prances around with
her hands lifted to her m d-section and bent at the wi sts.

We hear a | ow runble of |aughter.

The |l ast spotlight turns on. It shines on Diego. He's on the
50-yard line dressed as a charro. Like Abuelo was dressed in
the picture on his salas' wall.

He's stuck. He can't nove. Then he sees his nom and Abuelo in
the stands. He swallows his saliva. H's Abuel o stands up and
starts to whirl his right armin the air.

Di ego begins to spin a ROPE around and around |ike a charro
above his head. He switches hands w thout |osing a beat.

The cromd is into it. They CLAP to the tanborasos of the
ranchero song.

Beverly hops in front of Diego. She does the breakdance nove
Si x- st ep.

He | assos her. Then Tayl or bucks his way to Beverly. Diego
| assos him Then Stela nponwal ks to where the others are.

Di ego | assos themtogether. He pulls on the rope and they
fall to the floor |ike dom noes.

Diego rolls up to his ganado and raises his right hand in
victory.



11.
The crowd goes crazy. They cheer and cheer and stonp and
st onp.

D ego seees his nmom and Abuel 0. Sonia has her hands as if she
prays. Abuel o Rogelio has a huge smle on his face.



